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Who are L-INK?   
L-INK are a group of young people who work with the Hatton & Laing Art Galleries to organise events, work with 
artists, create artworks and lots more. To make things even more interesting, we have added another 
gallery into the mix, for L-INK to explore and investigate. 
L-INK are looking for you...
…if you are 16-21 years old, interested in the arts, are curious about what goes on inside a gallery, or 
just want to meet new people. You should be energetic, enthusiastic, positive, friendly and willing to 
commit to one afternoon a month.  

L-INK 2019/20

L-INK 2019/20 will use the Hatton Gallery’s exhibition Artist Rooms: Roy Lichtenstein as a starting point to explore popular culture through a variety of media, including painting, printmaking, zine-making & publishing. The project will also draw upon the Hatton’s existing relationship with Pop Art, through the works of Richard Hamilton and Victor Passmore and explore collections at the Laing with a focus on what ‘popular’ art has comprised in an historical context. L-INK 2019-20 will explore and develop relationships with young peoples groups and galleries in other cities, meet with practising artists and curators and work collaboratively to create their own artworks and develop art skills. 

The L-INK 2019-20 project will explore these questions: 

What is popular culture? How has ‘pop’ culture changed over the last 50 years? 

What is Pop Art? Can we still make Pop Art? Is Pop Art still relevant?  

What is the role of the artist? What is the role of the curator? 

L-INK in the past….  
In the past, L-INK have worked with artists to create works in response to paintings in the gallery, they have exhibited works in Newcastle and in London, they have worked with artists, curators and different teams in 
the gallery, they have visited galleries in different cities and most recently, they have been working with the Learning team to create works in response to the Laing Art Galleries historical Collections. 

L-INK work with the gallery in different ways: Sometimes they work on specific projects, such as the Late Shows, at other times, the Laing supports L-INK with self-led projects. This can involve workshops, discussions about their own work, meeting and finding out about the roles of Laing gallery staff. 

L-INK is a reciprocal programme; after the project has finished each year, the Laing asks that L-INK become volunteers for the summer programme of events and activities. This is an excellent opportunity to gain real experience working within the gallery and the Learning  team can offer participants references for employment and education where appropriate. This is a great opportunity for students who are interested in the arts to learn new skills and put something extra on their CV. 

Dates for your diaries...

L-INK Taster Day
Saturday 21st September 2019
Come and see what its all about! Meet practising artists and develop your own work, 
meet new people and find out about L-INK 2019-20 project (No obligation!) Snacks provided…

Deadline for L-INK 2019-20 project applications

Monday 14 October 2019

L-INK 2019-20 Project Launch 

Monday 19 October 2019

About the Galleries: 
The Laing Art Gallery
The gallery was founded in 1901, funded by Alexander Laing, a Newcastle businessman who had made his money from his wine and spirit shop and beer bottling business. Alexander Laing didn’t leave any paintings or other art to the Gallery. He said that he was confident “…that by the liberality of the inhabitants [of Newcastle] it would soon be supplied with pictures and statuary for the encouragement and development of British Art”. The gallery today is home to an internationally important collection of art, focusing on British oil paintings, watercolours, ceramics, silver and glassware. 

The Hatton Gallery & the Merz Barn Wall
The Hatton Gallery is part of Newcastle University’s Fine Art Department, but just like the Laing, is managed 
by Tyne & Wear Archives & Muesums. (TWAM). The Hatton’s roots are based in Fine Art teaching, but over 
the past hundred years (or so), its role has gradually changed.  

The Hatton is also home to Kurt Schwitter’s Merz Barn Wall The Merz Barn Wall is part of a construction created by German artist Kurt Schwitters in a Lake District barn in 1947-8. The Elterwater Merz Barn was based on the idea of collage, in which found items are incorporated into an art work. Schwitters applied a rough layer of decorator's plaster and paint over these found objects, giving the three dimensional collage an abstract quality. Asked what it meant, he replied 'all it is, is form and colour, just form and colour'. The barn was designed as a permanent structure, somewhere Schwitters could exhibit existing work. When he died in January 1948 it was left unfinished. In 1965, after lengthy discussions about the barn's future, the Wall was given to Newcastle University who undertook its removal, restoration and preservation


L-INK is a popular programme; places are limited and in high demand.  Because of this,  joining L-INK  is via application only. If you are unsuccessful in your application this time we will, with your permission, keep your contact details on record and place you on to a reserve list. We will also inform you of any other opportunities that may arise. Although this is a competitive process, it is inclusive and open to all. 

For Further Information about L-INK, please visit https://hattongallery.org.uk and search L-INK, 
Visit Facebook: LaingInk, Twitter:@LaingInk or contact Zoe Allen, zoe.allen@twmuseums.org.uk 

L-INK 2019/20  �Information for applicants





Exhibition Inspiration Artist Rooms: Roy Litchenstein


This Autumn, the Hatton presents Artists Rooms: Roy Litchenstein. Perhaps because of the universal themes �dealt with in the works and the way his images have come to permeate popular culture, they are as much a �part of our lives now as his source material. The work of Lichtenstein continues to engage and inspire new �audiences today.











